
Esther Musical – For Such a Time as This 
 

Overview of Chapter 1: 

• King Ahasuerus celebrates the grandeur of his kingdom for 180 days culminating in a seven 

day feast amidst the choice furnishings of his possessions 

• Guests indulged ACCORDING TO THEIR DESIRES 

• Queen Vashti throws a separate feast for the women 

• At the climax of the feast Vashti was to be ‘shown’ for she was beautiful. She refused! 

• For her ‘contempt’ Vashti was banished 

Song #1 – Let’s Party! 

All except the King: Mighty Ahasuerus  

In the zenith of his power 

Summoned to the mother of all feast 

Nobles unaware, 

In the frenzied air, 

God on high had set His eye 

On Mordecai the Priest 

 

Eighty and a hundred days  

Were scheduled by and by 

To manifest the treasures of the king; 

Furnishings of gold - 

Pure beauty to behold 

Signified this party now 

Was surely in full swing! 

 

Chorus Let it flow, let it flow! 

Drink up another goblet, then raise your cup again 

What a show, what a show!

Ahasuerus is the greatest - A quintessential king! 

 

Seven royal chamberlains 

Who served before the king 

Scurried to a call within the court 

Since the noble queen  

Is stunningly pristine 

Let us now parade her features 

- Let her here be brought! 

 

Vashti, though a darling, 

Shuddered at the thought 

She was not a mannequin for ‘show’ 

(Her) summons she denied 



And sneaked away to hide 

Prompting king Ahasuerus  

In great wrath his fuse to blow 

 

Chorus 

What a blow, what a blow! 

Can a woman be so mad? Can a lover be so cruel? 

Should she stay?  Should she go? 

“Would she treat me with contempt? Shall she take me for a fool?” 

Song #2 – A New Queen! 

King Ahasuerus: There’s a crisis in the palace 

There’s a fever in the air; 

Vashti’s treated me disdainfully 

Now behold her vacant chair! 

 

King’s Servant #1: There is light on the horizon 

There is hope for you for sure 

Other fish swim in the ocean 

One of which will be your cure 

 

Song #3 – The Servants Song (Trio) 

Servant 1  Ravishing as she was,  

Servant 2 Destined to grow old 

Servant 1 There are other femurs,  

Servant 2 Ankles, feet and toes 

Servants 1, 2 & 3 Though your heart is broken …..stranded in the cold 

Hear what we your friends and confidantes propose. 

 

Refrain (All – other servants) Vashti was nasty, her antics quite ‘crazy and rude’ 

Note our advice, very nice - at no price – how it’s shrewd! 

 

Servant 3 From earth’s furthest reaches here beneath the sun 

Let our untouched daughters here to Susa come 

Servants 1 & 2 Let us here prepare them lavish them with scents 

Furnish them with perfumes sparing no expense 

 

Refrain (All – other servants) Beautiful ladies (“Rolls Royce and Mercedes”) we’ll call 

Honed by beauticians in perfect condition (to) enthrall! 

 

 

 



Overview of Chapter 2: 

• Youthful advisors of the king counselled him to replace Vashti with a beautiful young virgin 

• Esther, niece of Mordecai answered the call! 

• Supplied with cosmetics and food she was duly prepared by a favourable eunuch 

• Mordecai monitored her well-being 

• Esther was chosen to be the new Queen 

• Mordecai uncovers a treasonous plot by two of the king’s eunuchs 

• Esther reported the matter to the king 

• The traitors were duly hanged 

 

Song #4 – Shall Esther be Queen? 

 

Mordecai:  Have you heard that they are gath’ring from all lands 

Handsome girls to serve before the king as queen? 

We must keep Hadassah…. 

Mordecai’s wife: “Esther!” 

Mordecai:  ….from their hands 

We must hide her lest her loveliness is seen! 

 

From the day her Mother and Father passed away 

We have diligently strived to do our best 

Now alas as sure as night-time follows day 

This our trust in God’s to be put to the test! 

 

Musical interlude……during which time Mordecai receives the Royal summons to submit Esther to the 

King’s Hareem 

 

Mordecai:  God, my Father, station angels by her side 

In the safety of Your keeping I her leave 

May Your Holy Spirit be her shield and guide 

May she truly to Your promise turn and cleave!   

 

 This, my daughter, has by providence today 

Been appointed for this duty she must serve 

Mystery at times surrounds my Master’s way 

In this hour of trial I’ll trust and hold my nerve! 

Musical interlude……during which time Esther is crowned …. 

 

Narrator: In due season Esther bore the royal crown 

Highly honoured, grace and favour to her came 

People far and wide rejoiced in her renown 

Every year a holiday proclaimed her fame! 

 

 



Song #5 – Treason Revealed! 

 

Narrator Ever since her childhood Esther had been told 

Never to disclose the years of old 

She had promised dearly never to betray 

Fellow citizens of Zion’s way… 

Gracefully, with peace, upon her throne 

Esther marvelled privately at what she had become! 

 

Servants  Sitting in the king’s gate, staying very shrewd 

Mordecai considered all he viewed; 

Nothing went un-noticed, gossip filled the air 

Passers-by knew well his friendly stare; 

Unseen, as a fly upon the wall 

Mordecai was first to sense the bubbling of a brawl  

 

Narrator & Servants Thus one day two eunuchs fuelled by a flare! 

Sought to carry out a deadly dare; 

Mordecai discreetly sabotaged their plan 

Treasonous both rogues were sure to hang! 

Esther coolly acted ‘go-between' 

Demonstrating loyalty and wisdom as the queen! 

 

Chronicles recorded details of those days 

Ahasuerus sanctioned every page 

Faithful testimony soon would come to light 

Vindicating Mordecai’s brave plight.     

 

 

 

 

 

Overview of Chapter 3: 

• Haman seemingly arbitrarily exalted by the king 

• Mordecai, because of God’s commandments, PUBLICLY refused to pay homage to Haman  

• Mordecai’s principled stand triggers Haman’s hatred for the Jews 

• Haman’s complaint: “Jews don’t respect ‘Caesar is Lord’” 

• Haman induces the king to destroy them with a bribe of 10,000 talents of silver 

• Haman’s wicked decree is sanctioned by the king and sealed with his signet 

• Haman and the king toast one another in anticipation their success,  

• Susa is ‘thrown into confusion’ 

 



Song #6 – Haman’s the Man 

The king Haman you have blessed my soul 

You shall have another role 

Others do not flatter me 

You, henceforth my prince shall be 

 

The people Haman truly is divine 

Turning water into wine 

Haman is the squire and chief 

Some say, “beggaring belief!” 

 

Some servants Though at times he seems a fraud, 

Haman is a demigod 

Ahasuerus raise his seat  

Make the people kiss his feet! 

 

Song #7 – Here I Stand 

 
Mordecai Here I stand 

It is not right to bow one’s knee or head to any man. 

God demands 

We do not compromise the sacred words of His commands! 

Didn’t we on Sinai’s ancient prominent, 

When as fearless pilgrims at the start, 

Solemnly embrace the terms of holy covenant 

Setting heaven’s virtue, as a torch within our hearts? 

 

God’s decree 

Is, notwithstanding all that Haman has in store for us, 

We musts be 

God’s faithful witnesses – decrying all things treasonous. 

You and I were drawn in captivity 

Dissolute our fathers must have been; 

That is why our plight here knows such dreadful misery 

God in unseen providence yet reigns behind the scene 

 

I must stand 

This life I live is nothing worth if I capitulate 

Understand 

The ebb is low, the path uncertain, but it’s not too late; 

God above is faithful to His promises 

Never once before has He reneged 

Never, when His trusted saints have sought from Him relief 

Has the awesome power of His Holy Spirit failed! 

 

Musical interlude…… 



Other Servants “Mordecai, have you abandoned common sense? 

What is to be gained from being bold? 

Haman will invoke from Hellish depths his recompense 

Save yourself and with us all grow old. 

 

Mordecai Here I stand!   

It is not right to bow one’s knee or head to any man. 

God demands 

We do not compromise the sacred words of His commands! 

 

Song #8 – Haman’s Horrid Holocaust 

 
Narrator Having seen that Mordecai did not bow down or honour him 

 Haman sought to pacify the rage he felt beneath his skin 

 Finding out the customs of his heritage was all the cause 

 He planned a holocaust! 

  

 Ahasuerus listened to the accusations Haman made 

 Full of charm, the king was smitten with the knowledge he displayed, 

Haman “Silver talents I will pay into the royal treasury 

 To cease their pedigree!” 

 

Narrator & all…. Court officials publicised  

In each province far and wide 

Details of the genocide 

Which the king had certified… that the king had certified! 

 

Narrator Sanctioned with the signet ring & binding every citizen 

Jewsish refugees [‘We are surely doomed’] 

Narrator Flyers advertised the dreadful slaughter now was imminent 

Jewsish refugees [‘What is to be done?] 

Narrator Jewish people young and old would not be counted innocent 

Haman [“I’ll them annihilate!”] 

 

Narrator & all…. Court officials publicised  

In each province far and wide 

Details of the genocide 

Which the king had certified… that the king HAS certified! 

 

Song #9 – Disquiet in Shushan 
 

Narrator Thus the king and Haman 

Shared another drink 

While the folks in Shushan 

Wondered what to think….. 

 

 



Overview of Chapter 4: 

• Mordecai laments PUBLICLY at the king’s gate - fellow saints throughout the land 

empathise and fast, pray, etc 

• Esther learns of Mordecai’s distress 

• Mordecai commands Esther to humble herself and plead the king’s mercy towards her 

people 

• Esther excuses herself on account of ‘political correctness’ (no lawful spontaneous 

presentation to the king...etc) 

• Mordecai stands firm... Esther’s providential favour FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS! 

• Esther agrees to defy state/tradition for conscience sake 

 

Song #10 – Israel’s Lament 
 

Narrator Loud and bitter was the cry 

From the lips of Mordecai 

To the city square he crept 

Where he tore his clothes and wept 

 

Deeply wailing countless Jews 

Shivered when they heard the news 

Pouring ashes on their heads 

Many made the dust their beds 

 

Esther’s maids and eunuchs came  

To report to her the same 

Whereupon to Mordecai 

She requested, “What and Why?” 

 

 



Song #11 – Esther’s Resolution (For Such a Time as This) 
 

Esther The clouds betray a looming storm 

Of bitterness and gloom 

Were Jacob’s ancient children born 

To suffer now this doom? 

O God on high to You I plead 

Attend to this my prayer 

Behold the hour of deepest need 

And manifest Your care 

Show us You’re really there! 

 

A sanctuary I have here 

Within the outer court 

And if I venture in too near 

My life will be cut short 

 Both far and wide men understand 

He rarely does extend 

The golden sceptre in his hand 

Nor let his favour bend 

Is this to be my end? 

 

Mordecai My precious Esther do not think 

That you are safer here; 

If from this noble deed you shrink 

Another will appear. 

Perhaps your life upon this earth 

God spared for this abyss 

Perhaps your mother gave you birth 

For such a time a this! 

For such a time a this! 

 

 

Song #12 – If I Die, I Die (same tune as ‘Here I Stand) 
 

Esther “Here I stand 

I am a child raised by the Lord – this is my destiny; 

God has planned 

This threat of Haman’s wicked hand and mortal tyranny. 

Mordecai, appoint in Shushan’s capitol 

Fasting intercessors full of prayer 

If I die, I’ll die for doing God’s most holy will - 

May His mighty hand remove me from this deadly snare!” 

INTERVAL!! 



Overview of Chapter 5: 

• After three days of prayer and fasting, Esther boldly stands before the king 

• She invites Haman and king Ahasuerus to a feast on the morrow at which she will deliver 

her request 

• In the meantime, Haman is eaten up with anger towards Mordecai who persists in 

refusing to honour him 

• Haman’s wife and friends recommend action: ‘Advise the king to have Mordecai’ 

hanged! 

Song #13 – Esther’s Approach 
 

Narrator Bold and lovely, Esther strode 

To the inner court, 

Though against the legal code 

There, she favour sought. 

 

When the king observed his prize - 

Finer than all art - 

The allurement of her eyes 

Tenderised his heart. 

 

King Ahasuerus  “What is your petition dear? 

Ask, my royal bride - 

Up to half the kingdom is 

Yours and more beside!” 

 

Song #14 – Esther’s Pre-Request  
(more bold & upbeat now!) 

Esther If I have favour in 

Your sight, O mighty king 

Let me tomorrow bring  

What’s on my heart!  key change up…… 

 

Narrator & Cast Winds of change began to blow 

Who knows when and where they go key change up…… 

 

Esther Eat what I shall prepare   ….Duet part A 

For you and Haman there 

Then I’ll to you declare  

What’s on my heart! 

 

Narrator & Cast God, unseen, directs the flow   ….Duet part B 

Driving where the waters go 

 

 



Song #15 –Haman, What’s Your Mood? 
(ambivalent!) 

Various cast  Haman, what’s your mood? 

You shall eat a belly-full of food 

Riches are your thing 

Besides your friend the king 

Multitudes of little children 

You have everything! 

 

Haman Mordecai is like a dust-storm  

In my eyes and nose 

My weary heart he’s torn apart 

My anguish heaven knows! 

Heaven knows! 

 

Various cast Haman, why (are) you down? 

You have got it all except the crown 

Life for you’s a game 

With city-wide acclaim 

Multitudes of friends you have 

Midst royalty and fame! 

 

Haman Mordecai won’t bend the knee 

When I pass him by; 

If he, once more, won’t kiss the floor 

I’ll string him up on high! 

Various cast & friends Yes, string him up on high! 

 

 

Overview of Chapter 6 : 

• Sleeplessness due to conviction over the neglect of duty prompts the king to belatedly 

honour Mordecai  

• Amazingly and paradoxically the king asks Haman (who was about to request Mordecai 

be publicly hanged!) to devise a suitable way of honouring a special friend of the king!! 

• Haman’s jaw drops when the proposed honour falls on Mordecai 

• Haman is required to LEAD (vocally) THE PROCESSION! 

• Even the wise friends and wife of Haman prophesy his decline, etc 

• Haman (downcast) heads to Esther’s banquet 

 

 

 

 

 



Song #16 – Sleepless Ahasuerus 

 
Narrator  Through the watches of the night  

Something didn’t seem quite right  

Wide awake he summoned for 

Records of the years before; 

 

Were the things upon his mind,  

Ancient contracts once he’d signed? 

Restless there upon his bed 

He searched over every thread…. 

 

 

Song #17 – History at Midnight 
 

Ahasuerus There is written in this book of history, 

In a season when my kingdom was secure, 

An account of an appalling treachery 

By two eunuchs I employed to watch my door. 

 

Who betrayed their secret scheme and saved my soul? 

Who exposed their wicked plan my life to spare? 

There’s a debt I, trembling here, perceive I owe 

To my dear friend – Mordecai – for his great care. 

 

Send for Haman, he shall tell me what to do 

Let him counsel me to honour Mordecai…. 

 

[Haman enters gingerly…..] 

….He is surely, for this thing, worth talking to 

He will tell me how my friend to magnify!  

 

 

 

Song #18A – Highest Honours Please Haman 
 

Haman Who is there in the realm 

More principled than me? 

I serve the royal crown 

With notoriety 

  No other candle  

  Burns so bright 

  The king I know 

  In me delights! 

 



Upon a noble steed  

Festooned with royal crest 

Let him take up the lead 

Clothed with the king’s own vest 

  Then let the king’s  

  Most worthy prince 

  The crowds convince  

  To worship him! 

 

King Ahasuerus Let nothing, you have said, 

At all be left undone 

The hero in my head 

Is like, to me, a son! 

  The noblest man 

  The coolest guy 

  Is none other than 

  Mordecai! 

Song #18B – Who’s that Special Guy? 
 

Cast & Narrator Who’s that special guy? 

Mordecai! 

Who’s that special guy? 

Mordecai! 

 

Overview of Chapter 7: 

• On the second day of the feast Esther reveals Haman’s wicked scheme 
• Haman begs Esther for his life 
• The King hangs Haman on gallows prepared outside his own house for Mordecai!! 

 

 

 

 

 

Song #19 – The Writing’s on the Wall 
 

Cast & Narrator That was for Haman quite a day 

The secret things he’d planned 

Were driven hard another way 

By God’s almighty hand. 

Returning to his dwelling 

He covered up his head 

Declaring to his family 

He’d rather be found dead! 



Zeresh, his wife, and all his friends 

Were told his sorry tale 

Upon its hearing they all turned  

A whiter shade of pale; 

If Mordecai is godly 

And you have sought his life 

None other thing can you expect 

Than troubled days of strife! 

 

While pouring out his heart before 

His trusted confidents 

A summons came for him to go 

To Esther’s restaurant; 

There, on the second morning,  

While supping on the wine 

The king stood up while silence fell 

Declaring, “It is time!” 

 

Dear Esther you have brought us here 

Pray, “What is on your mind?” 

Alas my cruel thoughtlessness 

Has doubtless left me blind; 

Speak boldly your petition 

My ears are yours alone 

Whatever here you gently ask 

For you it shall be done!  

 

 

 

Overview of Chapter 7: 

• On the second day of the feast Esther reveals Haman’s wicked scheme 
• Haman begs Esther for his life 
• The King hangs Haman on gallows prepared outside his own house for Mordecai!! 

 

 

Song #20 – Esther Pleads for the Lives of her People 
 

Esther Mighty King, if I find favour 

In your noble eyes 

Know that I and all my people 

Have been jeopardised -  

We all face extermination 

Sanctioned by your hand 

Counsellors whom you have trusted 

Have this evil planned! 

If the fam’lies of my people 

Might have been this day 



Spared instead as slaves to serve you 

Nothing would we say; 

I would surely hold my peace while 

Bearing this my cross; 

Have you counted what you gain  

To compensate your loss? 

 

 

Song #21 – Who is He? 

King Ahasuerus Who is he  

That would presume to raise his hand against my family? 

Can it be 

That I have sanctioned by my hand this mortal treachery? 

Who would dare to rid us of choice citizens 

Who of all our subjects are so good? 

Who would dare to question holy Esther’s innocence? 

Who is he that schemed to shed your precious royal blood? 

 

Esther points at Haman….  

 

Song #22a – He is the Man!! 

Esther Your secret enemy  

Stands here before your throne 

He’d much prefer to keep 

His scheme from being known 

  But Haman is  

  A counterfeit 

  A lying murderer 

  And cheat! 

 

Song #22b – He is the Man!! 

Chorus Who schemed that wicked plan? 

  Lord Haman!’ 

Who schemed that wicked plan? 

  Lord Haman!’ 

Who schemed that wicked plan? 

  Lord Haman!’ 

Who schemed that wicked plan? 

  Lord Haman!’ 

 

 



Song #23 – Hang him High! 

King Ahasuerus Haman, what d‘you think? 

Now my queen has brought you to the brink? 

For your sick abuse 

You will get the noose 

Tie him up and pluck at once  

The feathers from this goose! 

 

Haman Mordecai is like a dust-storm  

In my nose and eyes  

My hopeless heart he’s torn apart 

Him only I despise, 

I despise! 

 

King Ahasuerus Haman, what’s the crack? 

Separate his skull bone from his back! 

String him up on high 

And let the passers-by 

Ridicule him mercilessly 

With an evil eye! 

 

Haman  Mordecai my heart has hated 

Since the days of old 

An unseen hand this fate has planned - 

I by my friends was told,  

Various cast & friends They me/you told! 

 

…………Mordecai is vindicated…………..Haman is hanged! 

 

Overview of Chapter 8: 

• Mordecai is rewarded with Haman’s signet ring and inherits Haman’s house! 
• Haman’s decree revoked by the king 
• Mordecai composed a new edict for 127 provinces (Ethiopia to India) in the name of King 

Ahasuerus sealed with the king’s signet 
• decree transmitted on 13th day of 12th month (Adar) 
• Jews far and wide rejoiced and stood ready to rebut their enemies! 
• Many confessed ‘faith in God’ as a result! 
 



Song #24 – Who’ll Have Haman’s House? 

King Ahasuerus (to Esther) The house of Haman I bequeath 

In token of my gratitude 

Forever more from this day forth 

It shall be your abode; 

Dear Mordecai this signet ring 

Which Haman wore upon his hand 

Receive from me your grateful king 

And wield its influence throughout all lands! 

 

Esther O mighty king I plead with thee 

Concerning Haman’s cruel plan 

Revoke his threat of butchery  

Install another man 

Compose today a new decree 

And seal it with your signet ring 

Grant to my People liberty 

And bless them with the favour of the king! 

  

King Ahasuerus (to Mordecai)  Dear Mordecai take up your pen 

Determine what the writ shall say 

Consult the wisest of your men 

Let nothing you delay; 

No other name within the realm 

Shall overturn what you declare 

My scribes will take your every word 

And publish it in cities everywhere! 

 

Narrator 

 

“So Mordecai went out from the presence of the king in royal apparel of blue and white, with a great 

crown of gold and a garment of fine linen and purple; and the city of Shushan rejoiced and was glad. 

The Jews had light and gladness, joy and honour. And in every province and city, wherever the king’s 

command and decree came, the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast and a holiday. Then many of the 

people of the land became Jews, because fear of the Jews fell upon them. 

 

Overview of Chapters 9&10: 

• Salvation (deliverance) came in the nick of time!! There were many enemies of the Jews 
• The Jews destroyed those that hated them including ten sons of Haman 
• 75,000 enemies killed 
• Day 14 of Adar designated by Mordecai a national holiday - Feast of Purim - i.e. God’s p
 providential deliverance! 
• Mordecai is further promoted and exalted by the king 
 

 

 



Final Song #25 – Deliverance, Judgement & Joy 
[Mordecai is arrayed in a new (white & blue) outfit signifying his elevated rank before the king & ALL 

men!] 

Chorus Hail Mordecai! Holy joy fills all heaven 

You have secured for God’s people today 

Welcome relief from the gravest oppression -  

God from our eye-lids every tear’s wiped away! 

 

But for the sake of our queen’s intercession 

We would have surely been doomed to the grave 

God rich in mercy has shown us compassion 

He, by sweet providence, is mighty to save! 

 

Thus every year, as a token remembrance 

Feasting abounds marking Purim with joy 

Swift and decisive was Judgement and vengeance 

Dashed was the scheme to heaven’s remnant destroy 

 

 


